Apprenons le franÇais!
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This course is an elementary, but demanding, introduction to the French language and culture.  It provides students with basic, but active, communication skills.  It will focus on the four essential skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Students will also gain important knowledge of culture, both in France and other French-speaking countries.  

Learning a Language:

Learning a language requires continual study, oral and written practice, and memorization.  These are the necessary building blocks of foreign language study!  Prevent gaps in your work—this can cause you to be very confused!  Since learning French is continually building upon prior knowledge, you must seek help if you have any confusion or doubts.  Please ask questions immediately!  

Helpful Study Hints:

1. Divide material to be studied or memorized into small segments.  Most students who want to be successful in learning a foreign language need extensive written and oral repetition.   An audiotape is available of the vocabulary of each chapter.  Please bring a tape in to increase your learning.  This is highly recommended.

2. Visualize and make associations with as much material to be memorized as possible.  Other factors include enthusiasm, a generally positive attitude, wakefulness, and creation of lists, good class notes and flash cards.  When you visualize to memorize vocabulary, one way is to increase the speed of memorization is to imagine those objects are moving quickly toward you as you say the French word or phrase over and over.

3. In class, you must be alert at all times:  imitate the model provided by me.  Listen to me and other students.  You should think and compare how YOU would answer the questions being directed momentarily at others because it will soon be directed at you.

4. [image: image2.wmf]Again, be attentive and ask questions!  Be willing to take verbal risks in class; this will help you learn.  Progress in language is usually best for students who lose their self-consciousness, participating fully in the spirit of playing their new role as beginning French speakers!

